






1 A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  C h a n c e l l o r

Because the turn of a century is a singular event for all but the centenarians among us,

it follows that the simultaneous turn of a millennium is an experience for which the

word “awesome” should have been reserved. When the year 2000 turns, “once in a life-

time” just won’t cut it as a description.

Consequently, like the mythological figure Janus, individuals and institutions are busy

looking both backward and forward, to prepare. But with or without the looming mil-

lennium, the year 1998 has been extraordinary for the Worcester campus of the

University of Massachusetts. In this first academic year following the UMass  Clinical

System’s merger with Memorial Health Care, we are once again known as the Medical

School campus.

Looking back, we’ve come full circle from the opening of the school in 1970 as an

academic organization. But in the time span of a generation, what a difference we have

made. Today we are a national leader in medical education and research, as well as an

institutional leader in central Massachusetts. From this perspective, we look ahead with

a vision of what we can and will become in the next generation. This six-point vision,

on the opposite page, provides the framework of our new mission.

With this vision before us, we are enormously excited about what the future holds for

UMass  Medical School. The imminence of the millennium simply adds the spark of an

awesome experience.

Aaron Lazare, MD
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	providing: Providing the framework for our new mission.


